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Class: 6th Grade ILA       Email:cassandra.whelan@ebnet.org 
 

Ms. Whelan ’s ILA Important Things to Know! 
Question: Answer: 

What are the 
classroom 
expectations? 

1. BE RESPECTFUL – respect yourself, your classmates, the faculty, and the 
building. Treat others the way you wish to be treated. 
2. BE PREPARED – have all of your ILA materials with you each day. Be in 
your seat when the late bell rings and make sure your homework is copied 
and you are quietly working on the Do Now activity. 
3. TRY YOUR BEST - No one is perfect, but I do ask that you try your best 
and show effort. Pay attention, participate, and ask questions when needed. 

What are the 
consequences for 
inappropriate 
behavior? 

Everyone is expected to follow the classroom expectations in order to 
maintain a safe and comfortable learning environment for all students. 
While I do not anticipate any inappropriate behaviors, there are 
consequences should it occur: 

• First Time: Verbal warning 
• Second Time: Teacher detention and a call/note home 
• Third Time: an office referral 

**NOTE: I sometimes use the agenda to communicate with parents and 
guardians. It is the student’s responsibility to show all notes to a 
parent/guardian and obtain a signature. Parents and/or guardians should be 
sure to check the agenda frequently. 

What should I do each 
day when I walk into 
the classroom? 

1. Place all of your materials under your table. The aisles where we walk 
must remain clear at all times to ensure safety. 
2. Take out your agenda and copy your homework immediately. Do not wait 
for the second bell to ring if you are early. Be sure to copy EXACTLY what 
is on the board. 
3. Quietly complete the Do Now.  

What should be in my 
ILA Zip Loc bag? 

Your ILA bag must be with you each day and must contain your 
independent reading book, post-it notes, reading notebook, writing notebook, 
word study notebook, and folders. 
In addition, make sure you come to class each day with your pens, 
highlighters, tape, and scissors.  

What should I do if I 
forget something? 

1. Go to the “Oops, I forgot” book. Find the page with your name on it and fill 
in the necessary information. 
2. Show the teacher the completed entry. 
3. Return to your seat and develop a plan for participating without the 
needed item(s). 



What if I need to 
leave the classroom? 

If you must use the restroom or go to the nurse, hold up the appropriate 
hand signal. Once the teacher has given you permission, fill out your agenda, 
write your name on the sign-out board, and quietly excuse yourself. When 
you return, erase your name from the class sign-out board. 
**There is no leaving the classroom during independent reading time.** 

How will I be graded? Your marking period grade is calculated as follows: 
• 40% Reading 
• 40% Writing 
• 10% Word Study 
• 10% Homework 

How is my Reading 
grade calculated? 

You will be responsible for keeping a neat, organized, and reflective Reader’s 
notebook. This notebook will be a place for you to keep notes, practice daily 
activities, record your thinking about texts, and log your daily reading 
information. During Reading Workshop, you will participate in daily mini-
lessons based on a unit topic, read an appropriately leveled book 
independently, participate in a conference or small group reading experience, 
and record your thinking about the text (quick jots). You should continue your 
reading at home by reading the same text five nights a week for 30 
minutes each night. At this time, you should continue to quick jot to 
demonstrate your thinking and understanding of the text (at least two 
quick jots each night). Finally, you will maintain a Reading Log with all of the 
books you have read listed on it. Your notebook will be graded monthly using 
the rubric provided. 
At the end of the unit, you will be given an application assessment to 
measure your growth in skills related to the unit topic. To prepare for this 
assessment, complete your nightly reading and practice the skills taught 
throughout the year. 

How is my Writing 
grade calculated? 

You will be responsible for maintaining a neat, organized, and thoughtful 
Writing notebook throughout the year. This notebook will be a place for you 
to keep notes, practice daily activities, and refer back to for writing ideas. 
During Writing Workshop you will participate in daily mini-lessons based on a 
unit topic, write independently, and participate in a conference or small 
group writing experience. Once all unit skills have been taught and practiced, 
you will begin drafting a selected piece in the unit genre. After the drafting 
stage, you will revise, edit, and publish a final piece. While Writing activities 
are started in class, there will be times when you are asked to finish an 
activity for homework. 
Your grade will be calculated according to a rubric distributed in class and will 
include the skills discussed during the unit as they are demonstrated 
through the final piece, as well as the completion of daily activities and 
efforts to revise and edit. The bulk of the Writing grade will come from the 
final piece, but effort during the process is also taken into consideration. 

How is my Word Study 
grade calculated? 

Most weeks you will participate in daily activities related to your 
developmental understanding of spelling, vocabulary, and phonics. You will be 
placed in differentiated groups to complete the following activities: sorting, 
recording, and recognizing patterns, defining unknown words and using them 
in contextual sentences, practicing understanding by sorting with a partner, 
and a brief assessment. While most of these activities can be completed 
and mastered at school, it may become important for you to review at 



home on an as-needed basis. Your grade will be calculated based on 
performance on the end-of-week assessment. 

What is the policy for 
late work? 

Homework is due on the assigned date. Late homework will receive half 
credit if it is turned in within one day from the due date. After that, the 
assignment will be given a zero. 
Larger assignments are due on the assigned date. Late assignments will be 
penalized with a 5% grade reduction for each day late. 
When you are absent, please remember that according to the school policy 
you have two days to make up anything missed for each day of your 
absence. If you do not show me this work in the allotted time period, it will 
be considered late. 

What can I do when I 
am absent to see what 
I missed? 

There are many resources available to you to help you catch up when you 
are absent from class. When you return, you can and should: 

• Go to the weekly file area and take any handouts that you missed 
for each day you were out 

• Ask your classroom buddy to catch you up and answer any questions 
you may have 

• Check Parent Access 
If you still have questions, check with the teacher at an appropriate time 

  
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Name: _____________________________________________ILA CLASS # ________ 

  
  
Please keep the previous page in your ILA folder as a reference throughout the year. Tear off this 
page, have a parent/guardian sign next to the appropriate statement, and return it in order to 
acknowledge receipt of the information. 
  
_______________________________________________ 
Name of Student (Print) 
  
_______________________________________________ 
Name of Parent/Guardian (Print) 
  
  
Please sign only once below in the spot that applies. 
  
X____________________________________ I have read and understand the information presented in 
“Ms. Whelan’s ILA: Things to Know” reference sheet. 
  
X____________________________________ I have read the information in “Ms. Whelan’s ILA: Things to 
Know” reference sheet, but I have the following questions and would like Ms. Whelan to email me at the 
following address  
 
________________________________________________________ 
 
in order to provide me with additional information: 
  
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 


